
 
The Honourable Sean Fraser       February 25, 2022 

Minister of Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship       

 

Dear Minister Fraser, 

 

I recognize that the Government of Canada and its partners are responding to an 

unprecedented humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan, and again thank the government for its 

commitment to resettle 40,000 vulnerable Afghans. I am writing on behalf of CFUW (Canadian 

Federation of University Women), a self-funded, non-partisan organization founded in 1919 that 

works to improve the status of women by promoting human rights, public education, social 

justice, and peace in Canada and abroad. With nearly 7,000 members in 96 Clubs across 

Canada, every year, CFUW Clubs and the CFUW Charitable Trust donate well over $1 million in 

fellowships and awards for women to pursue post-secondary education. CFUW holds special 

consultative status with the United Nations Economic and Social Council and regularly sends a 

delegation to the Commission on the Status of Women.  

 

On January 27, the CFUW and the Afghan Youth Engagement and Development Initiative 

(AYEDI) convened an expert panel entitled “Safe Exit & Resettlement in Canada: More Work to 

do for Afghanistan” to discuss the August evacuation of Afghanistan, the work that still remains 

to ensure the safe exit and resettlement of Afghan refugees in Canada, and the perspectives of 

grassroots organizations who have been on the frontlines of the crisis. We were joined by His 

Excellency Hassan Soroosh, Ambassador of Afghanistan to Canada; Victoria Jahesh, Executive 

Director of the Afghan Women’s Centre of Montreal (AWCM); Basir Bita and Sarah Keeler of 

Canadian Women for Women in Afghanistan (CW4WA); and Corporal (Ret’d) Tim Laidler, 

Founder and President of the Veterans Transition Network. With an international audience, over 

300 people registered for the webinar to learn more about the crisis and how they can take 

action to promote peace and human rights. A recording of the event is available here. 

 

At the January 27 panel, the CW4WA and CFUW launched a joint campaign that included 

recommendations to your Ministry to swiftly put in place additional measures to secure safe 

passage of Afghan nationals who wish to leave Afghanistan. As Afghanistan experiences a 

widespread humanitarian crisis, with millions facing hunger, human rights violations and 

constant risk to their lives, Canada must take additional steps to fulfill its promise to resettle 

40,000 Afghans, in addition to those whose support of our mission in Afghanistan puts them at 

special levels of risk. We are calling on Canada to focus on securing and expanding options for 

Afghans to safely exit Afghanistan, including:  

 
● Issue an alternative to visa documents for Afghans who do not have passports. 

Such alternatives could include entry permits to facilitate movement to a regional hub 
such as Pakistan or Tajikistan for onward travel. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vheEW0R38aU&t=14s


 
● Immediately prioritize the processing and acceptance of Special Immigration 

Measures applicants. The Afghans who supported our mission in Afghanistan are at 
high risk due to their enduring relationship with our country, and Canada has a 
particular responsibility to ensure their protection.  

● Facilitate and fund the establishment of a regional hub for the processing of 
Afghans in the IRCC system.  A safer and more accessible alternative to Pakistan 
must be found, such as Tajikistan. Canada must continue and increase use of all 
diplomatic channels, and coordinate with allies and partners regionally.  

● Remove the requirement for Afghan refugees to obtain UNHCR Convention 
refugee status in order to be eligible for sponsorship in Canada. This requirement 
is creating a severe backlog in the processing of refugees, and makes safe passage 
unattainable for many. 

● Given the extreme circumstances in Afghanistan, waive the expectation that 
those entering Canada on student visas prove their intention to return to the 
county. Many Afghans have been successful in securing admission to Canadian 
higher education institutions only to have their student visa applications turned down 
by IRCC on the grounds that they are suspected of not departing when the visa 
expires.   

● Increase the number of referral agency partners assisting those who are in the 
particularly vulnerable groups, including women leaders, human rights 
defenders, journalists, persecuted religious minorities, LGBTI, and family 
members of previously resettled interpreters, and increase the number of 
individuals they may refer. 

Canadians are proud of the country’s track record in welcoming refugees to safety, and care 

about the fate of Afghans. It is time to adopt alternative strategies and remove the impediments 

preventing our Afghan allies and at-risk groups from reaching safety in Canada, in order for 

Immigration, Refugees, and Citizenship Canada to meet their resettlement targets, and more 

importantly to preserve as many lives as possible.  

I look forward to further engagement with your Ministry on this crucial matter and would 

welcome the opportunity to meet with your team to discuss our concerns further. Thank you for 

your urgent attention. 

Yours sincerely, 

Kathryn Wilkinson 

 

 

National President, Canadian Federation of University Women 


