
Education is a human right. The United Nations
General Assembly proclaimed January 24 be
observed as the International Day of Education to
celebrate the role of education in peace and
sustainable development. As the world continues to
battle the COVID-19 pandemic, millions of children,
youth and adults' rights to education are in peril. Girls'
education around the world has been
disproportionately disrupted by school closures,
remote learning, and increasing food insecurity
caused by the pandemic. Quality education is the key
to achieving gender equality,  breaking cycles of
poverty, and building a more just and equitable world.

64%

Today, 258 million
children and youth still
do not attend school

258 million

In Canada, 64% of women reported that
they mostly performed homeschooling
or helping children with homework,
while 19% of men reported being mostly
responsible for this task

64% of women in Canada

Nearly two-thirds of a
typical school year was lost
due to partial and
complete school closures

2/3 lost
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The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are a
collection of 17 interconnected global goals
adopted by the United Nations General Assembly
in 2015 "to achieve a better and more sustainable
future for all,". SDG 4, Quality Education, is made
up of 10 targets including universal literacy and

numeracy, equal access to quality pre-primary education, and the
elimination of discrimination in education. Learn more about the SDGs here.
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IN LOW-INCOME COUNTRIES,
CHILDREN'S SCHOOL COMPLETION RATE IS

IN RICHEST 20%
OF HOUSEHOLDS

IN POOREST 20%
OF HOUSEHOLDS

Education & Sustainable Development

GIRLS IN CONFLICT-
AFFECTED

COUNTRIES ARE 

TO BE OUT OF SCHOOL
THAN GIRLS IN NON-

AFFECTED COUNTRIES

2X more likely

REMOTE LEARNING IS 
OUT OF REACH FOR

500 million students
AT LEAST

(Source: United Nations)
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Global Education by the Numbers...

+20 MILLION GIRLS
COULD BE DRIVEN 

 
AFTER COVID-19 HAS PASSED

(Source: Malala Fund)
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Health and Well-Being:

School Dropout:

A girl's voice is
powerful and it

can bring change
in the community.

-Malala Yousafzai

Gender Digital Divide:
Globally, women are 20% less likely than men
to have access to digital platforms and the
internet. COVID-19 exacerbated the gender
digital divide as in-person school closures
increased countries' reliance on high-tech
remote learning modalities such as online
video conferencing or digital education
portals. Despite the expansion of low- and  
 no-tech remote learning strategies such as
radio broadcasts or take-home packages,
nearly 500 million learners from pre-primary
to upper-secondary school had no access to
any remote learning, three quarters of whom
lived in the poorest households or rural areas.

UNESCO has estimated that 23.8 million
children and youth from pre-primary to
tertiary education may drop out or not have
access to school due to the economic impact
of the pandemic alone, including 11.2 million
girls and young women. The World Bank
concluded that girls aged 12 to 17 are more at
risk of dropping out of school in low- and low-
middle income countries, while boys are more
at risk of dropping out in upper-middle and
high-income countries. Financial concerns,
food insecurity, domestic labour
responsibilities, and concerns over health and
safety due to COVID-19 were all frequently
cited as barriers to returning to school.

Beyond learning, schools play an important
role in the development of children and
youth's identity, emotional skills, and overall
well-being. When schools closed due to
COVID-19, many children could no longer
access essential services such as sexual and
reproductive health education or breakfast
and lunch programs, which have broader
impacts on their ability to learn and develop.
Studies have found school children reported
feeling worried, stressed, and depressed as a
result of school closures.

IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON GLOBAL EDUCATION
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2022 is the fourth commemoration of the International
Day of Education. Quality education is a key force for
sustainable development and the empowerment of
women and girls, yet, climate change and COVID-19
severely inhibit these goals. A 2021 UNESCO report
entitled "Reimagining our futures together: A new social
contract for education" urges the global community to
work together to transform our approach to education
by repairing past injustices and enhancing collective
capacities to create a more sustainable and just future
for everyone. This new social contract - an agreement
among members of a society to cooperate for a shared
benefit - is rooted in an understanding of education as a
human right, public endeavour, and a common good.
Through solidarity and cooperation, we can undertake
millions of individual and collective acts of courage,
leadership, resistance, creativity and care to unleash
new possibilities in education.

"Changing Course, 
Transforming Education"

Calls to Action
Call on your government to apply an equity &
inclusion lens to school reopening & recovery plans
Volunteer with community after-school programs
Donate to education initiatives targeting the most
vulnerable at local & international levels, including
low- and no-tech remote learning solutions
Urge your government to empower educators by
providing teachers with the necessary funds, tools,
and professional support to innovate learning
Work with government, education, civil society, and
private sector stakeholders to generate collective
solutions to educational challenges rooted in
equity, inclusion, solidarity, and justice
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